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There Is Hope
Romans 8:18-25

OUR TEXT IS A RECOGNITION THAT LIFE DOES NOT ALWAYS OPERATE

ACCORDING TO PLAN. St. Paul writes, “I consider that the sufferings of this present time
are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.” Some of us know about
those “sufferings of the present time.”

To be alive is to have probiems. Some probiems are big. Some are small.
Some of us have health problems. We're not alone. Each Christmas and
sometimes at Easter choirs all over this country perform Handel's immortal
“Messiah.” This work has endured and thrilled audiences for almost 250
years. The next time you hear it try to remember that five years before
composing “Messiah” at the age of fifty-two Handel suffered a stroke. Isn'tit
comforting to know that people can often come back from strokes, cancer,
heart attacks, the ioss of a limb, etc. and live nobie, productive lives?

Some of us have money problems. It's no disgrace. When he was young
and impoverished, Pablo Picasso kept warm by burning his own paintings.
Mozart was so poor that he was unable to buy wood to heat the shabby room
in which he lived. He sat with hands wrapped in woolen socks to keep them
warm, while he composed the music that was to make him great. He died of
consumption at the age of 35, his vitality lowered by constant hunger, cold,
and lack of proper nourishment. Just six people followed the cheap coffin
and even they turned back because it started to rain. His pitiful funeral cost
exactly $3.10.

We have health problems, money problems, family problems. We are
alone and lonely. We have problems at work and at school. We are
unhappy about our appearance, we are hurting with the heartache of a
broken relationship, we are grieving over a loved one no longer with
us. There’s nobody in this room who does not have problems.

Our text though, is not about problems. It is about hope. It is about positive
expectation. It is about a Creator God who is at work bringing order out of
chaos, joy out of pain, character out of conflict. “For the creation waits with
eager longing,” writes St. Paul, “for the revealing of the sons of God; for the
creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of him who
subjected it in hope; because the creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to decay and obtain the glorious liberty of the children of God.”
{RSV :
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St. Paul paints a magnificent
picture of a world in which hope
is triumphant. The good news is
we can live in the light of that
hope today. What does it mean
to live with such hope?

That is true in all of life. Louisa
May Alcott was told by an editor
that she would never be able to
write anything that would have
popular appeal. What if she had
listened to that gloomy
assessment of her chances?
Who could ever succeed if we
listened only to the prophets of
doom?

We may not be able to control
our circumstances, but we can
control the effect that they have
on us spiritually, emotionally,
psychologically. How do we do
that? We do it by entrusting
them to the One who loves us
enough to give His own Son in
our behalf. Only then do we find
the resources to make it through
difficult times.

L.B. DBridgers served as a
Kentucky pastor with this wife
and daughters. Tragedy struck
and he was called home from a
winter meeting. His family had
perished in a fire that swept
through their home. Now he
was alone. How do you cope
with such umitigated sorrow and
still maintain your character? L.
B. Bridgers stood in the ashes of
his home and wrote:

“All my life was wrecked by sin
and strife,

Discord filled my life with pain,
Jesus swept across the broken
strings,

Stirred the slumbering chords
again.”

These are words from the
familiar song that we often sing,
“‘He Keeps Me Singing.”

That is how it is done. | don't
know of any other way. All of us
have problems. How important
it is that we not close the door
too soon and call any situation
hopeless. With God nothing is
impossible. Regardiess of our
circumstances we can go on.
Others have done  so—
confidently, triumphantly, even
joyfully—by the power of the

Christ who is faith, hope and
love.

DR. SPENCE SPEAKS
IN OCTOBER

4™ Excellent in giving
11 Corinthians 8: 7-15
11" Good News about Money
Mark 10:17-21
18" Good News for Widows
- Mark 12:38-44
25" Minister Don Moorhouse

The Golden Age Dinner
has been postponed.

We have had many schedule
conflicts and couldn't put it
together in a manner that
would ensure a successful
event. We do hope to have
the dinner at a later date.
Thanks so much to all the
ladies of New Bethel who
work so hard on this event
every year.

Session Update

The session met on Sunday,
September 13, at 7:30 p.m. Another
summer has come and gone and the
session prays that everyone at New
Bethel had a blessed summer. The
session did not meet in July or
August for the regular meetings, but
did have two Called session
meetings. These meetings were to
discuss estimates and plans to repair
the front porch at the manse. As
everyone has seen the manse now
has a beautiful new porch. Other
improvement's were made which
was also included in the cost was
new guttering onthe front of the
manse. A new sidewalk, and new
gutters were replaced on the old
section of the church. The cost of
all these, much needed repairs, were
$15,550.00. Over $8,000.00 has
been given toward the repairs. The
session would like to "THANK"
those who have given to help pay
for this type of uncxpected cost.
Richie Torbett has been doing some
research for the session to see what
steps can be taken at getting the
New Bethel web-pageback in
service. This can be a vital tool for
the church and we pray that this can
be something obtained in the near
future. One company that Richie
will be checking further with sell
package deals that contain
templates that would be an easier
setup. In one of Dr. Spence's
sermons he spoke of how change
can sometimes be good, well the
session for a "Change" is going to
try having their meetings after
church. For those who are busy
with KFC and TLC plus choir,
having a meeting after all this can
make for a long day. Please
continue to pray for the session as
they seek to make decisions and
lead the church.




It’s that time again! -

We work each year to provide shoeboxes for Samaritan’s Purse Operation
Christmas Child. Families and individuals pack shoebox gifts for children all over
the world...these gifts bring joy, hope, and the message of Jesus Christ. What
better way to celebrate the birth of our King?

1. Get a Shoebox!

Use an empty shoe box (standard size, please) or a small plastic container. You can wrap
the box (lid separately), but wrapping is not required. Most importantly, pray for the child
who will receive your gift.

2. BOY OR GIRL?

Determine whether your gift will be for a boy or a girl, and the child’s age category: 2-4,
5-9, or 10-14. Print out the appropriate boy/gitl label by downloading the artwork to the
right. Mark the correct age category on the label, and tape the label to the top of your

. box. - , .

3. FILL WITH GIFTS
Fill the box with a variety of gifts that will brih_g delight to a child.

GIFT IDEAS
TOYS :
small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, small
Etch A Sketch®, toys that light up or make noise (with extra batteries), Slinky®, etc.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES

pens, pencils and sharpener, crayons or markers, stamps and ink pad sets, writing pads or
paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture books, etc.



- HYGIENE ITEMS
 toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar soap (in a plastic bag), comb, washcloth, etc.

OTHER
Hard candy and lollipops (please double bag all candy), mints, gum, T-shirts, socks, ball

caps; sunglasses, hair clips, toy jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra batteries)

A PERSONAL NOTE ,
In a separate envelope, you may enclose a note to the child and a photo of yourself or

your family. (If you include your name and address, the child may write back.)

DO NOT INCLUDE:

Used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives or military figures;
chocolate or food; out-of-date candy; liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins;
‘breakable items such as snowglobes or glass containers; aerosol containers

SHOE BOX LABELS- )

Use the gift ideas provided on the bottom of this page.

4. INCLUDE YOUR DONATION

Please donate $7 or more for each shoe box you prepare to help cover shipping and other
project costs. You can give online by using Samaritan’s Purse EZGIVE option, or you
can write a check to Samaritan’s Purse (note “OCC” on memo line) and place it in an
envelope on top of the gift items inside your box. Or, you can make a check for one or
more boxes to “New Bethel”, put “Shoebox shipping” in the memo. If you or your
family are preparing more than one shoe box, please make one combined donation.

5. DROP OFF

~ Place a rubber band around each closed shoe box and bring them to church on November
8 or November 15. We will see they are taken to the nearest Collection Center during the
collection week of November 16 - 23.
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Given In Honor Of God
to the

BUILDING FUND
In Memory of

Bill Barnes
from
Howard King
Pam and Dwight King
Peggy and Graham Hodges
Sandra Leonard

Bob Thomas
from
Peggy and Graham Hodges
Sandra Leonard

Misti Huff and Edwin Tremaine
from
Kathi Huff and Morris Baker Funeral
Home

Jeff Leonard
from
- Tanya Light

Kathi Huff
from
Anne Frazier

Boots and Donaid Ramsey

Kathy Hare
Peggy and Graham Hodges

Sandra Leonard
Sharon and Eddie Ramsey
Vickie and Mark Hodges

Lena Crussell Morgan
from
Sandra Leonard

Sam and Lettie Jarrelis
from
Doug Huff and Morris Baker Funeral
Home

Wanda Johnson
from
Nancy Shackelford

Wayne Peters
From Anne Frazier

Gifts

To the BUILDING FUND
in Honor of

The Jon White Family
from
Marsha and Thomas White

MEMORIAL FUND
In Memory of

Henry “Cornie”Miller
from
Marie Miller

GENERAL FUND
In Memory of

John Smalling
from
Mary Lynn and Scott Barnes

D.C. Byrd
from

Mary Lynn and Scott Barnes

Budget Status:

Budget Status as of September 12,
2009

Average Weekly Needs: $ 2,450.17
Average Weekly Gifts: $ 2,277.33
Average Per Week: $ -158.18
Total Standing For Year: $-5694.48

Building Loan Balance:
$135,462.36

Calling all young adults!!!

Come and Join the College and
Career Class!
Our current study is by Randy
Alcorn, The Grace and Truth
Paradox. This study is based on
John 1:14—
And the Word became flesh, and
dwelt among us, and we saw His
glory, glory as of the only begotten
from the Father, full of grace and
truth. (NASB)
If you would like more information,
call Kay or Don Moorhouse at 423-
538-5365.

NEW ADDRESSES

Kyle Lawhon
1302 Mercury Blvd
Murfreesboro, TN 37130-4541

Sydney Kalin Raines

Wright Hall 520-B

1900 Belmont Bivd.

Nashville, Tennessee 37212-
3757

sydney.raines@pop.belmont.edu

Sarah Smith
119 Black Hawk Way
Murfreesboro, TN 37127-8342




A few weeks ago, ! had the opportunity to attend a different church. | was visiting Dallas, TX with my
Mom and grandparents. The message during the worship service was the story of the healing at the
pool at Bethesda in John chapter five. | had never heard the story told in such depth before. It opened
my eyes to a whole new meaning of the miracle Jesus performed that day.

Jesus was visiting Jerusalem for a feast. While he was in town, he went to the pool near the Sheep
Gate called Bethesda. At this pool, many blind, lame, and paralyzed people used to lie around and
wait for an opportunity to be healed. What's so special about this place? It was believed that angles
came down and stirred the waters of the pool and if you entered into the pool when the waters were
stirred, you would be healed. Jesus walked up to one invalid. This man had been unable to walk for
38 years. Jesus asked the man, “Do you want to get well?” The man, not knowing who Jesus was,
replied: “Sir, | have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While | am trying to gst
in, someone else goes down ahead of me.” Jesus didn’t give much reply to what the man had said.
He responded, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” Of course, we know that the man was instantly
healed. He was able to get up and walk for the first time in 38 years, and take his mat with him!

So what did Jesus ask the man- “Do you want to get well?” Does the man answer him? Why do
people stay in situations that make them miserable? Why do we hold on to problem relationships?
Why do we stay in hurtful situations? Why is it so hard to break those addictions that we know are so
bad for us? Sometimes we just feel trapped. Or sometimes we stay because it is familiar. Change
equals pain. We have to leave the security blanket, go out into the unknown, and leave the comfort of
what we know and the experiences that are familiar.

But do you want to get well? Are you willing to change? We all have something that is holding us
back. Maybe we need healing from some deep wounds. Maybe we need to grow spiritually or to step
up to service we've been called to. Getting well may take something like physical therapy. Physical
therapy is painful, tiring, and sometimes boring. In order to get well we need to focus on the benefit
instead of the pain, look at the outcome of the change instead of the difficult process of change. We
have to take responsibility for what is holding us back. We are response-able. We are able to
respond. We have to do it for Jesus. He wants us to be healthy spiritually and mentally. He wants us
to be strong. Do it with Jesus’ help. Jesus can change us. He can do it immediately or he can use a
slow process like physical therapy to help us grow and become strong in Him. Do you want to get
well?

Do You Want to Get Well?

“He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.”
~ Psalm 147:3

“Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits — who forgives all you sins and heals all your
diseases. Who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion.”
Psalm 103:2-4







