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Dear New Bethel Family,

Not too long ago | was given

an item called, “The Devil's
Beatitudes.” This is a list of
what could be considered

making us a part of the Devil’'s

family instead of the Lord’s
family. At some pointin our

faith journey, we have all read

the beatitudes of Jesus from
Matthew 5; now here is what
has been written as the
beatitudes of the Devil.

BLESSED are they who are too

tired and busy to go to church

on Sunday; for they are my best

workers.
BLESSED are they who are
bored with the minister’s

mannerisms and mistakes; for

they get nothing out of the
sermon.
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BLESSED is the church
member who expects to be

invited to his own church:; for

he is an important member
to me.
BLESSED are they who do

not get to church on Sunday

evening for they cause the
world to say, “The church is
failing.”

BLESSED are they who
gossip, for they cause strife
and divisions which pleases
me very much.

BLESSED are they who are

easily offended, for they
soon get angry and quit.
BLESSED are they who do
not give of their tithes and
offering to carry on God’s
work and missions; they are
my helpers.
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BLESSED is he who
professes to love God but
hates his brother for he shall
be with me forever.
BLESSED are the
troublemakers for they shall
be called child of the devil.
BLESSED is he who has no
time to pray; for he will be
easy prey.

Can you relate to any of
these? Do any of these
sound like your attitude
towards church, Sunday
school, worship, serving, or
giving? We may not want to
admit it but these actually
speak a lot to who we are as
Christians in the world —
today, yesterday, and as long
as there has been Christianity.

Continued on page 2...

November

Colby Torbett
Marcia Torbett

Moderator
Rev. Eric Spoon

Class of 2019 (Communion) Jim Wright
Church Ruling Elders Dwight King December
Class of 2017 Larry Smith (Offering) Dickie Torbett

Mary Lynn Barnes
Chuck Courtney
James Shepherd

Teresa Wright

(Offering) Denise Torbett
(Offering) Marcia Torbett
(Communion) Mary Lynn Barnes

(Offering) Marcia Torbett
(Communion) Denise Torbett
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Birthdays
November

Nov. 8 Anne White

11 Graham Hodges
12 Lexi Spoon

16 Kim Barnes

17 Kevyn Torbett
18 Melanie Spoon
19 David Kegley
22 Maryl Greene
24 Anne Frazier

25 Katie Wright

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

27 Leigh Shepherd
28 Scott Greene

Kahlil Gibran, a Lebanese
writer, once wrote, “You give
but little when you give of your
possessions. It is when you
give of yourself that you truly
give.” Itis time that we truly
think about what and how we
give of our possessions and
of our lives. ltis so easy for
us to fall into the trap of, “Woe
is me” and forgo our
obligations to the church and
our church family. Let’s not
keep this tradition alive. Let's
turn things around in 2018
and make this thought about
life a myth to us and for future
generations. Let’s not worry
about how things used to be
and celebrate how things are
and can be. Itis time to stop
thinking about what we can do
as a church or who we can be
as a church and actually be
that church we keep thinking
and talking about.

To achieve this vision, this
dream, this goal; we have to
all be on board. In this
stewardship season of 2017,
we must show that our actions

26 MaryGene Longenecker

BIRTHDAYS A N D A NNIV
NOVEMBER—-DETCE
December Anniversaries

Dec. 5 Linda Smith
Dec. 10 Dean Torbett
Dec. 11 Janie Torbett
Dec. 20 Bill Snapp
Dec. 21 Gary Sweeney
Dec. 26 Linda Courtney
Dec. 27 Phillip Orr

Dec. 31 Kassie Smith

match our vision for the future,
our dreams for who we are and
can be, and our goals that we
want to achieve. Itis time that
we, as they say, “Put your money
where your mouth is.” If we want
to live like we used to be, then we
will continue the tradition that
only a few do the work of the
many. If we continue to only
think about who we are or who
we can be, we will never feed the
hungry, we will never grow our
faith, we will never be the church
scripture calls us to be.
Sometimes traditions must die for
the present and future to shine
bright. In 2018, we must be
100% involved and 100%
committed. In 2018, we must
give 100% of who we are for the
church now and the church to
come. We must defeat the
Devil's beatitudes and be the
beatitudes of Christ. But as
always, no one is going to watch
over you about what you do or do
not do. How you respond with
your faith is between you and
God. However, in this
stewardship season of 2017, you

November

Nov. 27 Dean & Janie Torbett

December

Dec. 19 Dwight & Pam King
Dec. 27 Mark & Jennifer Procopio
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Pledge Card
Dedication

November 5, 2017

To plan a budget
for 2018, your
church Session
is asking each

giver to turn in
a 2018 pledge

card.

TE CONTINUED

are being asked to prayerfully
consider how you have been
blessed and how you can be a
blessing.

In December, we are
expecting to approve a budget

somewhere around $87,000 with
very little room to make cuts. We

are asking that you take time to
pray about this pledge card, the

church, and the world. Let God,

through the power of the Holy
Spirit, speak into your life about
how to give of your life and how
much you want to give toward
our regular budgetary needs in
2018. On November 5, 2017
you will be asked to come

FINANCIAL

Operating Budget

As of October 13, 2017
Average Weekly Budget Needs:

$1,674.00

Average Weekly Budget Gifts:

$1,528.00

Average Standing Per Week:

$-114.00

Total Standing for Year:
$-4,674.00

forward for Communion and place
your pledge card on the
Communion table as an offering to
the Lord. Your offering will not
make God like you more or less and
no one will know if you make an
offering except for you and God. So
give, not because anyone is forcing
you to do so. Give because your
faith is so big and overflowing that
you want to see New Bethel and all
her ministries succeed and thrive in
this world and into the future —
changing this world for God’s glory!

Peace in Christ,
@1'(@

REPORT

Building for the
Future Fund
$25,702

Memorials Received
There are no memorials to

list at this time.
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Children’s Hope Alliance Offering
November 19, 2017
Donations to this offering help the
Children’s Hope Alliance support the
children in their care. These
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SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Christmas Joy Offering Building for the Future Offering
December 17, 2017 December 31, 2017
By giving to the Christmas Joy Give to this offering and help
Offering, you honor this gift by support and sustain the future of

children need our support to lift their retired church workers in their time of

lives with the blessings of the Lord.

[

5¢-A-Meal Offering I
Our next 5C-A-Meal -
offering will be: |
Jan. 7, 2018 :

Decorating the Chrismon Tree and Sanctuary for Advent

Have you ever wanted to
Chrismon Tree or Sanctuary for Advent?

chance. Come and join together as we celebrate the birth of
the New Born King and prepare our hearts
and the church for Christmas!

November 26, 2017

4:45pm

providing assistance to current and New Bethel.
need and developing our future
leaders at Presbyterian-related racial " " - "
ethnic schools and colleges. Pastor@ I
Congregational ' Discretionary Fund -
November 12, |2 Offerin
Approve nomi nat. Lenng I
Ruling Elder C_IaJ ]31114,20]8
any vacanci e e . . . .
Open House & Art and Craft Fair
Friday, November 3, 2017
5:08: 00pm

Lots omadthanidt ems wi || be
Brace®elets

We s t Main Street i

aviavi d ra bB wet, t cer

125 n Johnso

help decorate the
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Piney Flats Christmas Tree Lighting

A

Well now is your

OCC Shoebox Collection

Be sure to bring your shoeboxes during the
first couple weeks of November to donate
to children all around the world through

tands

Samar i

Shoebox Dedication

<S>
December 3, 2017

: . . 4.00pm
Purse MInistries. :
: New Bethel will be providing the chocolate for the s’mores for :

November 12, 2017

this fun community event. If you would like to donate towards :
that cost, please see Sandra Leonard.
Thank you and we hope to see you there!l

.
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PW Christmas Party

November 29 or December 6, 2

All women are invited to the annual
Christmas Party at church. We will
share a meal and play Bingo.
Come and have a ball!

o

Thanksgiving Community Worship Service
h7 November 22, 2017 Dinner: 5:00pm Worship: 6:00pm
(Times Subject to Change at a Later Date by PFUMC)

You are invited to join with other members from our community at
Piney Flats United Methodist Church for dinner and worship. We will
work together to feed the hungry and homeless of the community
and then worship together.

Come and serve, give thanks, and celebrate the Lord!
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e S,:, New Bethel Presbyterian Church is a community of
i di" .z? believers who have served God and His people for
(Us M over 230 years and continue to seek to know Christ
NEW BETHEL and to make Him known in a fellowship of love,
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH worship, and service.
If you are interested in learning more about New
592 New Bethel Road Bethel, check us out on our website:
Piney Flats, TN 37686
www.newbethelpres.org
Phone: 423-538-8688
E-mail: pastor@newbethelpres.org Or come and visit us on Sunday mornings at 9:45am
(Sunday School) and 11:00am (Worship) and
Mission Statement Tuesday mornings at 10:00am (Bible Study)!
To know Christ and . .
make Christ known! Come and see all that is available and make
™ New Bethel your new church home! e
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UPCOMING EVENTS
November 2017 December 2017
Sun., November 5 Wed., November 22 Sun., December 3 Sun., December 25
Communion Community First Sunday in Advent Christmas Day
Pledge Card Dedication Thanksgiving Communion

Sun., December 31
Building for the
Future Offering

Worship Service (6:00pm)  Piney Flat’s Christmas
Tree Lighting (4:00pm)

Tues., November 7
Men’s Prayer Breakfast Thurs., November 23

Sun., November 12 Thanksgiving Day Tues., December 5
OCC Shoebox Dedication Men’s Prayer Breakfast
Congregational Meeting to Sun., December 10
Approve Ruling Elder Children Lead Worship
Nominations Session Meeting

Wed., November 15 Sun., December 17

PW Meeting Christmas Cantata
Sun., November 19 Christmas Joy Offering
Children’s Hope Sun., December 24
Alliance Offering Christmas Eve Service

Session Meeting (4:00pm/Communion)




